
 

TONBRIDGE & MALLING BOROUGH COUNCIL 
 

RECORD OF DECISION 
 
 
 
 
Decision Taken By: Cabinet 
Decision No: D260039CAB 
Decision Type: Non Key 
Date: 07 April 2026 
 

Decision(s) and Reason(s) 
 
Public Space Protection Order 
 
Consideration was given to a Public Space Protection Order (PSPO) (attached at 
Annex 1) and the summary of responses to the consultation which was undertaken 
between 15 September and 2 November 2025 (attached at Annex 2).  The Police 
and Crime Commissioner had also responded to the consultation and given 
provisional support to the proposed order across the Borough.  Additionally, Kent 
Police had been consulted and supported the restrictions as proposed in the PSPO. 
  
Due regard was given to the financial and value for money considerations, the 
assessment of risk and the legal implications detailed in the report. 
  
On the grounds that a PSPO in place would help reduce anti-social behaviour, 
therefore making the borough a safer place for residents, Cllr Keers proposed, Cllr 
Mehmet seconded and Cabinet  
  
RESOLVED: That 
  
(1)      the proposed Public Space Protection Order, as presented at Annex 1, be 

approved. 
 
 

Reasons: As set out in the report to Communities and Environment Scrutiny Select 
Committee of 4 March 2026. 
 

 

Signed Leader:  M Boughton 

 

Signed Chief Executive:  D Roberts 

 
Date of publication:         9 April 2026  
 
This decision will come into force and may then be implemented on the expiry of 5 
working days after publication unless it is called in. 



 

 
 
Decision Taken By: Cabinet 
Decision No: D260040CAB 
Decision Type: Non Key 
Date: 07 April 2026 
 

Decision(s) and Reason(s) 
 
Review of Roadside Nature Reserves 
 
Consideration was given to the recommendations of the Communities and 
Environment Scrutiny Select Committee in respect of a review of the Borough 
Council’s Roadside Nature Reserves (RNRs) following ecological monitoring 
undertaken by the Medway Valley Countryside Partnership between April and 
September 2025. 
  
The full report of Medway Valley Countryside Partnership was attached at Annex 1 
and the current RNRs were listed on pages 2 and 3 of the report.  The report brought 
forward proposed future, prioritised, management and survey recommendations.  
These recommendations were summarised on pages 58 and 59 of Annex 1.  
Following consideration of these recommendations, officers had brought forward 
proposals to expand existing RNRs (attached at Annex 2) and for new sites 
(attached at Annex 3).   
  
Due regard was given to the views of the Scrutiny Select Committee, and the 
financial and value for money considerations.  On the grounds that RNRs can 
provide significant ecological and community value by acting as vital corridors that 
connect fragmented landscapes, helping species move and survive, supporting 
diverse wildlife and protecting rare and threatened habitats, Cllr Mehmet proposed, 
Cllr Keers seconded and Cabinet  
  
RESOLVED: That 
  
(1)      priority 1 and 2 recommendations within the Medway Valley Countryside 

Partnership report, attached at Annex 1, be progressed; 
  
(2)      existing Roadside Nature Reserves, shown in Annex 2, be expanded, subject to 

the exclusion of River Lawn in Tonbridge from the Roadside Nature Reserves 
programme; and 

  
(3)      new Roadside Nature Reserves, as shown in Annex 3, be created. 
 
 

Reasons: As set out in the report submitted to the Communities and Environment 
Scrutiny Select Committee of 4 March 2026. 
 

 
 



 

Signed Leader:  M Boughton 

 

Signed Chief Executive:  D Roberts 

 
Date of publication:         9 April 2026  
 
This decision will come into force and may then be implemented on the expiry of 5 
working days after publication unless it is called in. 



 

 
 
Decision Taken By: Cabinet 
Decision No: D260041CAB 
Decision Type: Non Key 
Date: 07 April 2026 
 

Decision(s) and Reason(s) 
 
Homelessness Prevention and Rough Sleeping Strategy 2026-2031 
 
Consideration was given to the recommendations of the Housing and Planning 
Scrutiny Select Committee in respect of a stakeholder consultation of the draft 
Homelessness Prevention and Rough Sleeping Strategy 2026-2031 and Action Plan 
in April/May 2026.  Following consultation, the final draft strategy would be presented 
to Cabinet in summer 2026 and subsequently implemented. 
 
Due regard was given to the views of the Scrutiny Select Committee, the financial 
and value for money considerations, the assessment of risk and the legal 
implications.   
 
On the grounds that the prevention of homelessness and ending rough sleeping was 
a key priority for the Borough Council, Cllr Boughton proposed, Cllr Keers seconded 
and Cabinet  
 
RESOLVED: That 
 
(1) the draft Homelessness Prevention and Rough Sleeping Strategy 2026-2031 

(attached at Annex 1), be approved for consultation.  
 
 

Reasons: As set out in the report to the Housing and Planning Scrutiny Select 
Committee of 17 March 2026. 
 

 

Signed Leader:  M Boughton 

 

Signed Chief Executive:  D Roberts 

 
Date of publication:         9 April 2026  
 
This decision will come into force and may then be implemented on the expiry of 5 
working days after publication unless it is called in. 



 

 
 
Decision Taken By: Cabinet 
Decision No: D260042CAB 
Decision Type: Non Key 
Date: 07 April 2026 
 

Decision(s) and Reason(s) 
 
Local Plan Regulation 18 (Stage 2) Consultation - Update 
 
Consideration was given to the recommendations of the Housing and Planning 
Scrutiny Select Committee in respect of an update on the Tonbridge and Malling 
Borough Council Local Plan Regulation 18 (stage 2) consultation that took place 
between 10 November 2025 and 2 January 2026 and on the Local Plan transport 
work and financial implications of this work. 
  
Due regard was given to the views of the Scrutiny Select Committee, the financial 
and value for money considerations, the legal implications and the detailed risk 
assessment at Annex 3 of the report. 
  
In recognition that the Local Plan, once adopted, would be the key planning 
document for Tonbridge and Malling, Cllr Boughton proposed, Cllr Mehmet 
seconded and Cabinet 
  
RESOLVED: That 
  
(1)      the responses received to the Regulation 18 Local Plan consultation, be noted, 

and their publication to the Council’s website, be endorsed; 
  
(2)      the publication of the Regulation 18 Local Plan consultation question response 

summaries and associated officer response on the Council’s website, be 
endorsed; 

  
(3)      the Regulation 18 Local Plan consultation responses would be fully considered 

in the preparation of the Tonbridge and Malling Borough Council Regulation 19 
Local Plan; and 

  
(4)      the update provided in relation to progress on Transport evidence for the Local 

Plan and the potential cost implications of the work proposed, be noted.  
 
 

Reasons: As set out in the report of the Housing and Planning Scrutiny Select 
Committee of 17 March 2026. 
 

 

Signed Leader:  M Boughton 

 

Signed Chief Executive:  D Roberts 



 

 
Date of publication:         9 April 2026  
 
This decision will come into force and may then be implemented on the expiry of 5 
working days after publication unless it is called in. 



 

 
 
Decision Taken By: Cabinet 
Decision No: D260043CAB 
Decision Type: Non Key 
Date: 07 April 2026 
 

Decision(s) and Reason(s) 
 
Planning Enforcement Plan Review 
 
Consideration was given to the recommendations of the Housing and Planning 
Scrutiny Select Committee in respect of a number of proposed changes to the 
Planning Enforcement Plan and options for a pro-active approach.   
  
Due regard was given to the views of the Scrutiny Select Committee, the financial 
and value for money considerations, the assessment of risk and the legal 
implications.   
  
In recognition that having an effective Planning Enforcement Plan in place ensured 
that there was a framework of prioritisation and decision making that reduced the risk 
of legal challenge, Cllr Boughton proposed, Cllr Keers seconded and Cabinet  
  
RESOLVED: That 
  
(1)      the proposed changes to the Planning Enforcement Plan and the associated 

activity and timescales, set out in section 5 of the report, be agreed; and 
  
(2)      the pro-active approach, proposed letter templates and direct action against 

s215 notices being issued and resourcing options, set out in section 7 of the 
report, be agreed.  

 
 

Reasons: As set out in the report to the Housing and Planning Scrutiny Select 
Committee of 17 March 2026. 
 

 

Signed Leader:  M Boughton 

 

Signed Chief Executive:  D Roberts 

 
Date of publication:         9 April 2026  
 
This decision will come into force and may then be implemented on the expiry of 5 
working days after publication unless it is called in. 



 

 
 
Decision Taken By: Cabinet 
Decision No: D260044CAB 
Decision Type: Non Key 
Date: 07 April 2026 
 

Decision(s) and Reason(s) 
 
Poult Wood Golf Course - Air Source Heat Pumps - Tender Report 
 
(Part 2 – Private: LGA 1972 – Sch 12A Paragraph 3 – Financial or business affairs of 
any particular person) 
 
The report of the Director of Street Scene, Leisure and Technical Services set out 
the tenders received for the installation of air source heat pumps at Poult Wood Golf 
Course.  A supplementary report provided an update on the outcome of the tender 
assessment.  As no tender submission was deemed suitable for award, Cabinet  
 
RESOLVED:  That the contents of the report, be noted.   
 
 

Reasons: As set out in both the main and the supplementary reports submitted to 
Cabinet of 7 April 2026 (contains exempt information). 
 

 

Signed Leader:  M Boughton 

 

Signed Chief Executive:  D Roberts 

 
Date of publication:         9 April 2026  
 
This decision will come into force and may then be implemented on the expiry of 5 
working days after publication unless it is called in. 



 

 
 
Decision Taken By: Cabinet 
Decision No: D260045CAB 
Decision Type: Non Key 
Date: 07 April 2026 
 

Decision(s) and Reason(s) 
 
Tonbridge Town Centre Programme Board - Notes of 6 March 2026 
 
(Part 2 – Private: LGA 1972 – Sch 12A Paragraph 3 – Financial or business affairs of 
any particular person) 
 
The report of the Director of Central Services detailed the notes from the Tonbridge 
Town Centre Programme Board (TTCPB) meeting on 6 March 2026 as shown at 
Appendix 1, with the accompanying report relating to the replacement Angel Centre 
– TTCPB 6 March 2026 at Appendix 2 and supporting Annexes 1-7. 
 
Due regard was given to the financial and value for money considerations covered 
within the notes of the Programme Board meetings and Cabinet  
 
RESOLVED:  That 
 
(1) the notes from the Tonbridge Town Centre Programme Board meeting on 6 

March 2026 at Appendix 1, with the accompanying Angel Centre Report – 
TTCPB 6 March 2026 at Appendix 2 and supporting Annexes 1-7, be noted.  

 
 

Reasons: As set out in the report submitted to Cabinet of 7 April 2026 (contains 
exempt information). 
 

 

Signed Leader:  M Boughton 

 

Signed Chief Executive:  D Roberts 

 
Date of publication:         9 April 2026  
 
This decision will come into force and may then be implemented on the expiry of 5 
working days after publication unless it is called in.


